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THE
 DISTINGUISHED GENTLEMAN’S RIDE 
raises£3.3M AND COUNTING for the movember foundation

on September 24th, more than 91,000 distinguished gentelfolk 
UNITEd to support men’s health in the world’s largest 
motorcycle event charity 
UK – 25 September, 2017 The world-famous annual Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride , held on Sunday, September 24th, 2017, raised £3.3 million for the Movember Foundation, their official charity partner for the second consecutive year. Astride their classic and vintage styled motorcycles more than 91,000 participants in 580 cities across 95 countries came together to support the Movember Foundation and men’s health.  

The Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride (DGR) founded in Australia by Mark Hawwa in 2012, was first inspired by an image of Mad Men’s Don Draper, dressed dapper astride a classic motorcycle. Mark decided a themed ride would be a great way to raise the profile and awareness of prostate cancer and men’s mental health and challenge the often-negative stereotype of men on motorcycles. 

“It’s been amazing and very humbling to see so many people from all around the world ride dapper for men’s health this year. With over 91,000 registered participants, the event continues to grow and we look set to reach our fundraising target of £3.7million. We’ve heard some incredible stories and started some potentially life saving conversations. I am hugely thankful to the ride hosts, volunteers, sponsors, participants and donors for making DGR the amazing event we saw today.” Mark Hawwa – Founder of DGR

Comedian, actor and presenter Rufus Hound, and participant of the London DGR, commented: “Since I started doing the DGR and understanding more about the work the Movember Foundation has been able to accomplish, especially with men’s natural lack of desire to go to the doctor and get themselves checked out for those cancers. It’s important to support men’s health causes simply because men are much less likely to deal with the things that are likely to kill them. We are all way more likely to think ‘it will be fine’, until it isn’t, than our female counterparts. And yes of course, these are generalisations but just on the maths alone, suicide and depression is killing men at a rate of knots, as is prostate cancer.”
 
The Movember Foundation is the only global charity focused solely on men’s health. Since 2003, millions have joined the men’s health movement, raising over £490 million for more than 1,200 projects focusing on prostate cancer, testicular cancer, mental health, and suicide prevention. By 2030, the Foundation aims to reduce the number of men dying prematurely by 25%. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Movember Foundation also served as the beneficiary charity for the Distinguished Gentlemen’s Ride in 2016 in which more than $3.6M (USD) was raised for prostate cancer research and men's mental health programs in partnership with the Movember Foundation. This year, the Distinguished Gentlemen’s Ride will double their investment in men’s health programs for the Foundation from 10% to 20%, and increase their cause awareness efforts as evidenced in their ‘Survivor’ video. 

“Once again we are overwhelmed with the support for the Movember Foundation from the DGR community. This year’s DGR was the most successful on record and the funds raised will help men live longer, happier and healthy lives. It’s an awesome spectacle seeing the motorcycle community come together – doin’ good and lookin’ good!” JC – Co-Founder, the Movember Foundation.

The Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride also received support from iconic British motorcycle manufacturer Triumph Motorcycles who awarded top global fundraisers with a modern classic motorcycle, in addition to Swiss luxury watchmaker, Zenith Watches, who provided remarkable timepieces.

Photos from the London event can be downloaded here: https://we.tl/gOrHjaXkEU 

There is still more work to be done to support men’s health. With your help, continuous funds raised from the 2017 ride will build upon crucial investments and ground-breaking projects. To donate visit www.gentlemansride.com. 

About the Movember Foundation
The Movember Foundation is the only global charity focused solely on men’s health, funding over 1,200 innovative projects across 21 countries. To date, the Foundation has raised £490 million for men’s health programs supporting these critical areas: prostate cancer, testicular cancer, mental health and suicide prevention. But our work is not done. Be the difference and go to Movember.com to donate or participate.

Media Contacts:
Stephen Broholm, Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride | Stephen@gentlemansride.com 
Rosetta Buahin, The Movember Foundation | rosetta.buahin@movember.com 
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CHANGING THE FACE OF MEN'S HEA
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